Lymphangiosarcoma in chronic lymphedema. Reports of 3 cases and review of the literature.
Lymphangiosarcoma is an extremely rare but highly lethal complication of chronic lymphedema. The classic clinical picture is described and three cases are presented. Current concepts of etiology, histopathology, treatment and prognosis are discussed. Since early diagnosis may be the key to longer survival, all patients with chronic lymphedema should undergo careful examination at regular intervals throughout their lives.